Election Audits
What is an Election Audit?
An election audit is a set of procedures designed to investigate whether an election was conducted properly,
the voting equipment counted votes accurately, only qualified voters cast ballots in the election, and the
rights of eligible citizens to vote and to experience an efficient and fair voting process were respected.
An election audit involves activities undertaken before or during elections, such as the following: the voter
registration process, use of electronic poll books, and exercise of appropriate controls on the chain of custody
for all election materials. Procedures to determine the accuracy of the reported election results themselves
are usually referred to as a post-election audit.

What is a Post-Election Audit?
A post-election audit usually refers to using hand-to-eye counts of voter-marked, voter-verified paper ballots.
A small percentage of the total ballots cast is recounted from randomly selected precincts for the audit. If the
results of the audit agree (within a predetermined margin) with the total results, the election can be
confirmed. Otherwise, the audit is extended to a larger sample. If there is not sufficient agreement, the audit
may be extended to a recount of all the ballots.

Why have post-election audits?








Reveal when recounts are necessary
Verify election outcomes
Facilitate transparency and openness
Find errors, whether accidental or intentional
Deter/detect fraud
Provide for continuous improvement in the conduct of elections
Promote public confidence in elections

Post-election audits differ from recounts
Post-election audits routinely check voting system performance in contests, regardless of how close margins
of victory appear to be. Recounts repeat ballot counting when preliminary results show a close margin of
victory. Post-election audits that detect errors can lead to a full recount.

References:
Report on Election Auditing by the
Election Audits Task Force of the LWV of the US, January 2009
http://www.lwv.org/Content/ContentGroups/Membership/ProjectsTaskforces/Report_ElectionAudits.pdf
Principles and Best Practices for Post-Election Audits, September 2008
Published by ElectionAudits.org and endorsed by many organizations
http://www.electionaudits.org/files/best%20practices%20final_0.pdf
Report of the Post-Election Audit Standards Working Group, July 2007
California Secretary of State
https://www.sos.ca.gov/voting-systems/oversight/peas/final-peaswg-report.pdf
Post-Election Audits: Restoring Trust in Elections, August 007
Brennan Center for Justice at New York University School of Law
http://www.brennancenter.org/content/resource/post_election_audits_restoring_trust_in_elections/

